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FOR AMBASSADOR TOON FROM SECRETARY 

1 . WE ARE STILL IN THE PROCESS OF ANALYZING QUESTIONS 
WHICH ASAD'S TRIP TO MOSCOW HAU RAISED. WE HAVE NO 
REPORTING FROM DAMASCUS YET WHICH SHEDS DIRECT LIGHT. 
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2. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE ISRAELIS BELIEVE THAT ASAD MADE 
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HIS SUDDEN VISIT TO MOSCOW TO OBTAIN SOVIET THINKING AND 
POSSIBLY TO COORDINATE THE NEXT STEPS RELATED TO THE 
SYRIAN POSTURE OE OPPOSITION TO THE EGYPT-ISRAEL AGREEMENT. 
THE ISRAELIS ALSO THINK THAT ASAD IS SERIOUSLY CONCERNED 
WITH THE SITUATION IN LEBANON AND WISHED TO DISCUSS THAT 
SITUATION WITH SOVIET LEADERS. 

3. IN TALKING WITH RABIN, QOU MAY SHARE FOLLOWING RE- 
ELECTIONS: ALTHOUGH WE KNEW NOTHING OF 

THE VISIT IN ADVANCE, WE BELIEVE IT WAS NATURAL EOR ASAD 
TO SEEK HIGHEST-LEVEL SOVIET VIEWS AT THIS JUNCTURE ON 
WHERE TO GO NEXT. THE SINAI AGREEMENT HAS BEEN SIGNED 
AND IMPLEMENTATION HAS BEGUN, DESPITE SYRIAN OPPOSITION 
AND SOVIET CRITICISM. THE UNEF ISSUE IS ABOUT TO COME 
TO A HEAD IN THE UN. THE UNDOE MANDATE WILL SHORTLY 
BE UP EOR RENEWAL. BOTH SIDES SHARE COMMON CONCERN THAT 
THEY ARE BEING EXCLUDED FROM PEACE-MAKING PROCESS AND 
COMMON INTEREST IN ASSESUING WHAT PRESSURES THEY CAN 
BRING TO BEAR TO ASSURE THAT THEIR INTERESTS WILL BE TAKEN 
INTO ACCOUNT. ASAD ON HIS SIDE WOULD PRESUMABLY WANT TO 
KNOW JUST HOW EAR THE USSR IS PREPARED TO SUPPORT HIM - 
HOW MUCH OP A MILITARY OPTION HE HAS - SHOULD HE DECIDE 
TO CLOSE THE DOOR TO ALL POLITICAL PROGRESS, OR 
ALTERNATIVELY WHAT IDEAS THE USSR MIGHT HAVE EOR FURTHER 
POLITICAL MOVEMENT, INCLUDING PLO INVOLVEMENT, SHOULD IT 
NOT GIVE SYRIA PULL BACKING IN REJECTING THE POLITICAL 
APPROACH. ASAD WOULD ALSO PRESUMABLY WANT A READING ON 
OUR TALKS WITH GROMYKO. THE SOVIETS ON THEIR SIDE WOULD 
PRESUMABLY WANT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OP THE ARAB OPPOSITION 
TO THE SINAI AGREEMENT WHICH THE SYRIANS HAVE SPEARHEADED 
WHILE BEING CAREPUL TO AVOID AN OUTBREAK OP HOSTILITIES 
OR A SERIOUS CONFRONTATION WITH THE U.S. 

4. REGARDING LEBANON, WE BELIEVE THAT ASAD IS CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE GROWING ANARCHY IN THAT COUNTRY AND MAY HAVE 
SOUGHT TO ENLIST MOSCOW'S ASSISTANCE IN LIMITING 
TROUBLEMAKING THERE. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE THAT ASUD 

MAY HAVE DISCUSSED VARIOUS MILITARY CONTINGENCIES SHOULD 
THE LEBANESE SITUATION DETERIORATE INTO DIRECT SYRIAN 
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AND/OR ISRAELI INVOLVEMENT, ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT BELIEVE 
THAT THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN HIGH ON THE ASAD AGENDA, AND 
IS A SITUATION WHICH ASAD WOULD LIKE TO AVOID. 

5. WE WOULD ALSO BE INTERESTED IN ANY VIEWS WHICH RABIN 
MIGHT HAVE ON THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE ASAP VISIT. KISSINGER 
UNQTE SISCO 
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